THp FRGdLpM Of iHa FASSCV&j\ AND JuSUS 
by Willis E. Bishop 


There are many attempts to solve the questions concerning the 
day Christ died (i.e., Wednesday, Thursday, Friday) and the meal of 
the Last Supper, and its relation to the Passover. Nobody has the 
final conclusive solution to these questions. Rather than go into 
all the details of the various views, I am suggesting the possibility 
which seems best to me. 

I. Some preliminary observations 

(A) Exodus 12:6, "kill in the evening" in the Hebrew 
reads literally "between the two evenings." 

According to the Talmud, the "first evening" is the time 
in the afternoon when the heat of the sun begins to decrease, 
i.e., about 3 o'clock. The "second evening" commences with 
sunset. Josephus relates that the Passover sacrifice was 
offered from the ninth to the eleventh hours, i.e., between 
3:00 and 5:00 p.m. Thus, the death of Christ at about the 
ninth hour (Matt. 27:45) agrees with the time of the offering 
of the Passover lamb. 

(See Soncino Commentary on Exodus 12:6 and New Scofield Notes at 
Exodus 12:6 and Numbers 28:4.) 

Leviticus 23:5, "at evening" in the Hebrew also 
reads "between the two evenings." (Cf ASV footnote.) 


(B) Leviticus 23:6, the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

The Feast of the Passover is also called the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread -- the two really formi ng a double festival._ 

The Passover lamb was offered on the 14th of the month and the 
Unleavened Bread began on the 15th and lasted for seven days. 

(Luke 22:7) See Deuteronomy 16:16, where Passover is called 
Unleavened Bread. 

See Leviticus 23:5,6 for the chronology. 

Note : This double use of terminology brings its problem to such 

passages as Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:1,2, and John 13:29, etc. 


(C) I Corinthians 5:7, " Christ our Passover [was] sacrificed foi 

us." 
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definite typology, and this verse certainly 




is one. Also, the fulfillment of typology is correct and 
accurate. This verse teaches me that Christ died at the 
time (the hour) the Passover lambs were being sacrificed. 

This relates to the question whether Christ ate the Passover meal 
or not. And I must understand somehow or other the references m the 
Gospels to be true in light of His death on the cress at Passover lamb 
time. 


-- He did not eat the Passover a day early. This would have 
broken the Law, and He did not do that. See Numbers 9:5-14 
for only two times Passover might be eaten. 

-- Some say there were two days of Passover -- one the regular 
Passover, the other kept by the Galileans, using a different 
calendar. But there is no information that a divergent calendar 
was used in the Jerusalem temple. 

-- I believe Christ did not eat the Passover. 

John 13:1, the Last Supper was b efore the Passover. 

Understand the feast of verse 29 as the Passover. 

John 18:28, Christ is already before Pilate and 
the Passover is not yet eaten. 

Cf. 19:14 -- before Pilate 

Cf. 19:31,42 -- on the cross and in the tomb 

Note : The Babylonian Talmud says, "On the eve of Passover 

they hanged Yesbua." 

I know these explanations leave some problematic passages, and 
maybe we will need Moses, Matthew, etc., to clear it all up. But to 
me these are clear evidences. 

Finally, for now, I understand Luke 22:7-18 this way: 

Verse 11 - "I shall eat" (Phago) - subjunctive - 
conditional "may'' 

Verse 13 - "make ready", i.e., as far as possible 
Cf. John 13:29? 

Verses 15,16 - "I will not" (ou me) - double 

negative - "eat it" --- and He didn't! 



